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- rehington on Friday at a nation-
1% forum sponsored by Senator
bn Glenn, D-Ohio.
‘No shallow water habitat now
;nains uninvaded by exotic spe-
cies,” the report says, “and in some
¥ regions (of the delta) it is difficult
“ to find any native species in abun-
$dance .
“After four years of research,
i the team has counted at ]east 212
} species of alien organisms
“throughout the area. And team
members insist that their count
severely underestimates the im-
pact of marine and aquatic inva-
-sions” on native fish, birds, land
~animals -and the microscopic or-
*aanisms that form the base of the

}.:.: A major source of the invasion
£+ is the contaminated water carried
§ 7 as ballast by cargo ships from
; around the world and regularly
% flushed into the bay. Marsh resto-
7 ration projects by the Army Corps
-+ of Engineers have also introduced
', many foreign species of damaging
. grasses, the report says.

Among the invasions cited in
the report:

H An Asian clam, Potamocor-
bula amurensis, showed up in the
bay only 10 years ago and multi-
plied so swiftly that a year later,
researchers counted 2,000 clams
per square foot in some parts of
the delta, leaving little food for na-
tive organisms.

B The Chinese mitten crab, Er-

_iocheir sinensis, first discovered
in the bay in 1992, has already mi-
grated hundreds of miles up the
Sacramento and San Joaquin riv-
ers, burrowing into river banks
and levees, destroying rice plants
and carrying a parasitic fluke that
could cause lung disease in hu-

M An Atlantic species of salt
marsh cordgrass, Spartina alter-
niflora, which was transplanted to
bay mud flats in a marsh restora-
tion project during the 1970s, has

already transformed at least 1,000
patches of the mud flats, destroy-

# and worms that provide critical
tood supplies for a million migra-

. tory shorebirds each winter.
WA tiny marine sow bug,
Sphaeroma ~ quoyanum, © was
dumped into the bay by ships from

" has bored so many tiny holes in the
- ;,:::_banks of rivers and levees, as well
<5 % as the soft shoreline rocks of San
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